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REPLY COMMENTS OF BELLSOUTH

BellSouth Corporation, on behalf of itself and its subsidiaries, hereby replies to

the Comments in the captioned proceeding pursuant to the Public Notice, FCC 98-92,

released May 18, 1998, and the Order Granting Extension of Time, DA 98-1527, released

August 4, 1998.

BellSouth applauds the Commission for proposing meaningful steps to reduce

unnecessary regulation in furtherance of the pro-competitive, deregulatory intent of the

Telecommunications Act of 1996. Section 11 of the Act requires the Commission to

review biennially all regulations applicable to providers of telecommunications services,

and to modify or repeal any regulation no longer necessary in the public interest. 47

U.S.c. § 161(b). The Public Notice evidences a strong commitment on the part of the

Commission to this process in the area of equipment authorization.

The Public Notice recognizes the balancing that is necessary if the Commission is

to reduce unnecessary regulation while, at the same time, strengthening the enforcement
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of rules designed to prevent harmful interference. For example, the Public Notice

recognizes that one of the benefits of authorizing private "Telecommunications

Certification Bodies" would be to enable the Commission "to redirect resources to

enforcement of the rules."1

Many commenting parties stress the importance of enforcement of the rules

against harmful interference. For example, the Soaring Society of America highlights the

danger to flight safety posed by harmful interference with satellite navigation signals.2

ACIL cites the dangers of unscrupulous manufacturers and testing labs bypassing the

testing and labeling compliance requirements ofthe Commission's Rules.3 Metricom

notes that "just one instance of non-complying equipment could conceivably cause

harmful interference to Metricom's operations throughout an entire metropolitan area.4

Because of the threat to public safety and the business operations of others, many

commenters call on the Commission to step up enforcement of its rules regarding harmful

interference to radio frequency equipment, satellite communications and terminal

equipment.5 BellSouth joins the commenting parties who commend Commissioner

Susan Ness for her separate statement to the Report and Order in ET Docket 97-94

calling for the reallocation of resources freed up due to eliminating unnecessary

regulation to enforcement of the rules against harmful interference.6

1 Public Notice, ~ 11.
2 Soaring Society of America, Inc. at 1.
3 ACIL at 9-10.
4 Metricom, Inc. at 3.
5 ACIL at 8; Communication Certification Laboratory at 6-7; Curtis-Straus at 2; Intertek
Testing Services at 9-10; Metricom at 10.
6 Streamline the Equipment Authorization Process for Radio Frequency Equipment, ET
Docket No. 97-94, Report and Order, FCC 98-58, released April 16, 1998,63 Fed. Reg.
36591 (July 7, 1998), Separate Statement of Commissioner Susan Ness.
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In addition to the resources freed up through the initiatives proposed in this

proceeding, BellSouth has proposed reduced regulation in other areas that could also free

up Commission resources for enforcement of the rules against harmful interference. For

example. BellSouth has recently identified opportunities to reduce or streamline

regulation in the biennial reviews ofthe Commission's accounting and cost allocation

rules7 and ARMIS reporting requirements.! The Commission now devotes substantial

staffresources to implementing accounting, cost allocation and ARMIS reporting

requirements that serve no useful purpose when applied to price cap local exchange

carriers. BellSouth, the United States Telephone Association, and other large local

exchange carriers have identified specific changes to these roles that, if adopted, would

free up substantial Commission staffresources that could then be redeployed to

enforcement ofthe Rules against harmful interference. BellSouth urges the Commission

to move aggressively in this and other biennial review proceedings to reduce unnecessary

regulation and to redeploy the staff resources freed up thereby to areas where active

regulation is still necessary to protect the public interest.

Respectfully submitted.

BELLSOurn CORPORATION

~QI ,fAd1~

August 26, 1998

'7 In the Matter of 1998 Biennial Regulatory Review ofAccounting and Cost Allocation
Requirements, CC Docket No. 98-81, United States Telephone Association Petition for
RuJemaking, ASD File No. 98-64, Comments ofBellSouth filed July 17, 1998.
lin the Matter of 1998 Biennial Replatory Review ofARMIS Reporting Requirements,
CC Docket No. 98-117, Comments ofBellSouth filed August 20, 1998.

3



CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I hereby certify that I have this 26th day ofAugust, 1998s served all parties to this action

with a copy ofthe foregoing REPLY COMMENTS by placing a true and correct copy of the

same in the United States Mail, postage prepaid, addressed to the parties listed on the attached

service list.
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Jack O'Neil
ACIL
1629 K Street, NW
Suite 400
Washington, D.C. 20006

Scott Wang, President
Compliance Engineering Service, Inc.
1366 Bordeaux Drive
Sunnyvale, CA 94089

Stephen L. Goodman
J. Randall Cook
Halprin, Temple, Goodman & Sugrue
Attorneys for Orbital Communications
Suite 650 East Tower
1100 New York Avenue, NW
Washington, D.C. 20005

Donald L. Sweeney
President, D.L.S. Electronic Systems, Inc.
1250 Peterson Drive
Wheeling, IL 60090-6454

Henry M. Rivera
Larry S. Solomon
M. Tamber Christian
Shook, Hardy & Bacorn L.L.P.
Attorneys for Metricom, Inc.
1850 K Street, NW
Suite 900
Washington, D.C. 20006

Thomas J. Keller
Lisa M. Higginbotham
Verner, Liipfert,. Bernhard,

McPherson & Hand, Chtd.
Attorneys for SEA, Inc.
901 - 15th Street, NW
Suite 700
Washington, D.C. 20005

Donald L. Sweeney
Chairman, USCEL
c/o ACIL
1629 K Street, NW
Suite 400
Washington, D.C. 20006

Raymond G. Bender, Jr., Esq.
Carlos M. NaIda, Esq.
Dow, Lohnes & Albertson, PLLC
Attorneys for Lockheed Martin
1200 New Hampshire Avenue, NW
Washington, D.C. 20036



Debra A. Smilley-Weiner, Esq.
Vice President and General Counsel
Astrolink
6701 Democracy Blvd., Suite 401
Bethesda, MD 20817

Jagat Sisodia
President, Conformity Assessment Americas
Joan Sterling
Director, Government Relations
Intertek Testing Services NA Inc.
70 Codman Hill Road
Boxborough, MA 01719

Jill Abeshouse Stem
Gerald Helman
Mobile Communications Holdings, Inc.
1133 21 st Street, NW
Washington, D.C. 20036

Raul R. Rodriguez
Stephen D. Baruch
David S. Keir
Leventhal, Senter & Lerman P.L.L.C.
Attorneys for U.S. GPS Industry Council
2000 K Street, NW, Suite 600
Washington, D.C. 20006

Gerald Musarra
Senior Director, Commercial Policy

& Regulatory Affairs
Space and Strategic Missiles Sector
Lockheed Martin Corporation
1725 Jefferson Davis Highway, Suite 403
Arlington, VA 22202-4127

Matthew Flanigan, President
Dan Bart, VP, Standards and Technology
Allen Groh, Chair, Tech/Reg Reform Task Force
Pierre Adornato, Chair, TR41.2
Anh Wride, Chair, TR41.9
Tom Brackey, Chair, Satellite Communications Div.
Telecommunications Industry Association
2500 Wilson Blvd., Suite 300
Arlington, VA 22201

Raul R. Rodriguez
Stephen D. Baruch
David S. Keir
Leventhal, Senter & Lerman P.L.L.C.
Attorneys for Mobile Communications
2000 K Street, NW, Suite 600
Washington, D.C. 20006

Leonard J. Kennedy
1.G. Harrington
Victoria A. Schlesinger
Dow, Lohnes & Albertson, PLLC
Attorneys for Cisco Systems, Inc.
1200 New Hampshire Avenue, N.W.
Suite 800
Washington, D.C. 20036



Joseph A. Godles
W. Kenneth Ferree
Goldberg, Godles, Wiener & Wright
Attorneys for Itron, Inc.
1229 Nineteenth Street, NW
Washington, D.C. 20036

Linda C. Sadler
Brett Wilson
Rockwell International Corporation
1300 Wilson Boulevard
Suite 200
Arlington, VA 22209-2307

Lon C. Levin
AMSC Subsidiary Corporation
10802 Park Ridge Boulevard
Reston, VA 20191

Robert A. Mazer
Albert Shuldiner
Greta L.H. Lichtenbaum
Vinson & Elkins L.L.P.
Attorneys for Leo One USA Corporation
1455 Pennsylvania Ave., NW
Washington, D.C. 20004

John L. Bartlett
Wiley, Rein & Fielding
Attorneys for Aeronautical Radio, Inc.
1776 K Street, NW
Washington, D.C. 20006-2304

Bruce D. Jacobs
Stephen J. Berman
Fisher, Wayland Cooper

Leader & Zaragoza L.L.P.
Attorneys for AMSC Subsidiary
2001 Pennsylvania Ave., NW, Suite 400
Washington, D.C. 20006

Aileen A. Pisciotta
Todd D. Daubert
Kelley, Drye & Warren L.L.P.
Attorneys for Final Analysis Communication
1200 19th Street, NW
Washington, D.C. 20036

Patricia A. Mahoney
Brent H. Weingardt
Audry L. Allison
Iridium LLC
1575 Eye Street, NW
Suite 800
Washington, D.C. 20005



Cheryl A. Tritt
James A. Casey
Morrison & Foerster L.L.P.
Attorneys for ICO Global Communications
2000 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Suite 5500
Washington, D.C. 20006

Robert A. Mazer
Albert Shuldiner
Greta L.R Lichtenbaum
Vinson & Elkins L.L.P.
Attorneys for Constellation Communications
1455 Pennsylvania Ave., NW
Washington, D.C. 20004

Leigh Chinitz
Barry Lambergman
Motorola, Inc.
1350 I Street, NW
Washington, D.C. 20005

James B. Short, Chair
Government Liaison Committee
The Soaring Society of America, Inc.
15232 Vaysee Court
Lockport, IL

Francis D. R. Coleman
Gregory Francis
ICO Global Communications
1101 Connecticut Avenue, NW
Suite 550
Washington, D.C. 20036

Robert L. Gladhill
Program Manager, NVCASE
United States Department of Commerce
National Institute of Standards

and Technology
Gaithersburg, MD 20899-0001

Mark E. Bitterman
Vice President, Government Relations
Orbital Sciences Corporation
21700 Atlantic Boulevard
Dulles, VA 20166

Jerome S. Caplan
Redcom Laboratories, Inc.
One Redcom Center
Victor, NY 14564



** Magalie Roman Salas
Office of the Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW
Room 222
Washington, D.C. 20554

* VIA HAND DELIVERY

** ITS, Inc.
1231 20th Street, NW
Washington, D.C. 20036


